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FEERENT SURGERIES 
PI U | THE SCOURGE 
TO RECONSTRUCT VIRUS, AS IT’S BEEN 
YOUR ARM 50 THAT EXPLAINED TO ME, 
ІТ CAN HEAL SOMETIMES LEAVES 
PROPERLY. SURVIVORS IN A PERIOD 
WHERE THEIR VILTRUMITE 
ABILITIES ARE SUSPENDED 
FOR A VARIABLE AMOUNT 
OF TIME--SOMETIMES 
PERMANENTLY. 


THE PROBLEM 


IS THAT YOUR ABILITIES 
HAVEN'T LEFT YOU ALL 
AT ONCE... YOUR SUPER 
STRENGTH WAS STILL 
INTACT, YOUR 
INVULNERABILITY GREATLY 60 WHEN 
DIMINISHED. 


I KNOW k 
WHAT HOPEFULLY 
HAPPENED. а 
* THAT WON’T BE 
THIS IS IT'S GOING NECESSARY. 
JUST... TO TAKE SOME DINOSAURUS SAID 
GETTING f— HE READ THAT IT 
USED TO. WAS VERY RARE 
FOR THIS TO BE 
PERMANENT. 


I WON'T WASTE VOUR 
TIME AGAIN TRYING TO 
GET YOU TO REVEAL 
HIS LOCATION. IF YOUR 
TRUST OF HIM ENDS UP 
BEING UNFOUNDED, 
THAT’S ОМ 
YOU. 


YOU’RE 
TAKING A 
HUGE RISK 


Now, TELL 
ME ABOUT 


THRAGG, 
WHY DID HE 
SUDDENLY 
ኣፍ АТТАСК--? 


THEI 
LANGUAGE WELL?» 


STAND-BY--BUT 
THE GUARDIANS ARE 
EN ROUTE-- 


EVERY ONE!! 


ነ 


E 3 
м 4 


WE DON’T 


ЕРЕАТЕР 
50 EASILY! 
4 | 
BEFORE | 


NOW YOU 2 
CATCH US OFF / 
GUARD! 
NOW WE AM 
PUNCTUAL! 
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Sexe 


COMING 
AT YOU! 


= 
= 
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CAPES AND 
WOLF Ċ.O.R.P.S. 
STAND DOWN. 
THE THREAT DON’T THINK 
HAS BEEN WE EVEN 
NEUTRALIZED. NEEDED THE FULL 
GUARDIANS 
ROSTER... 
NICE. 


ALL TAKEN CARE 
OF, SIR. WE'LL 
HAVE ALL THE 

SQUIPMEN ROUNDED 
UP WITHIN THE 
HOUR. 


IMPRESSIVE 
WORK THERE, 
MONSTER 
GIRL. 


YEAH, WHERE 
WERE YOU? WAS TF 
GET SORE--OR WAS IT 
HARP TO CONCENTRATE 
` OVER YOUR 


HELP ME OUT 
HERE, WHOSE SIDE 
ARE YOU ON TODAY? 
IT CHANGES FROM 
TIME TO TIME--AND 
SOMETIMES IT’S 
HARD TO KEEP TRACK. 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


HERE'S WHAT HAPPENED. 


f^, 


ROBOT, STOP ~ 
ONT KNOW WHAT 
РО OW WHA 
WE'D BE RUNNING МЕ CAN 
INTO—0R HOW THEIR PLAN FOR e 
PIMENSION WILL THIS, DO IT | 
AFFECT US! А ANOTHER 


4" TIME! 
= 


` ~ ፥ 


ኣ 


Т МЕ DONE THE 
CALCULATIONS, 

THIS MAY BE OUR THE 
LAST CHANCE. PORTAL IS 
TRUST ME ON CLOSING-- 

THIS. HURRY! 


ARE YOU ' == YES, 
OKAY? BUT-- 
YOU CAN à; u 
BREATHE? Ss 
THE FLAXANS 
NEVER NEEDED 
RESPIRATORY 
ASSISTANCE, 
60 I DEDUCED 


НАТ-- 


5 
x _ 
THE 
PORTAL’S 
CLOSING-- 
IT’S JUST 
052 


YOU FIGURE 


le 


OUT, TOO? 


0, т THOUGHT 
ተፎ WHOLE TEAM 
wouLp come: THEY 


ADY 
RETREATING ና NEVER 
ሬዕ Sir : 


HERE'S HOPING 
UNIVERSAL SIGN 
ем L 
FOR “WE m^ 


LEAVE ME 
ALONE! 


DESPITE THE WEEKS OF TESTING 
AND ATTEMPTED DISSECTION... 
ASSUMING THEY’VE TREATED 
YOU THE SAME AS ME, 
THEY'VE LEARNED 
NOTHING. 


SINCE 
YOU STAYED 

IN MONSTER FORM, 
AS ፲ REMAINED IN MY 

SUIT--THEY MUST 
BELIEVE YOU TO BEA 
MONSTER WE TRAINED 
TO FIGHT WITH US AND 

ME SOME KIND OF 

MECHANICAL COMPANION, 
POSSIBLY USED TO 
CONTROL YOU. A 


THAT'S 
WHY THEY’RE 
LEAVING US 
TOGETHER. 


A 


OKAY, AT LEAST 
WE'RE TOGETHER-- 
BUT WHAT 
Now? 


T'VE BEEN MONITORING RADIO 
TRANSMISSIONS AND IT 
SHOULDN’T TAKE ME MORE THAN 
ANOTHER MONTH TO LEARN 
THEIR LANGUAGE. 


HOPEFULLY, WE 
WON’T BE HERE 
THAT LONG. I’M 
SCANNING FOR 
MONITORING DEVICES. 
IF Т DETECT NONE, YOU 
CAN REVERT TO HUMAN 
FORM AND WE CAN 
START LOOKING FOR 
WEAKNESSES IN 
THIS CELL. 


I THINK TAKING 
DOWN THE FLAXANS 
IS NO LONGER AN 
OPTION—-FINDINĠ OUR 
WAY BACK TO OUR 
DIMENSION IS OUR 
NEW MISSION. 


IT’S BEEN DAYS SINCE THE SMELL, OH, 
YOU’VE EATEN. JUST GOD--THEY 
TRY IT... IT'S NOT SMELL WORSE 
SO BAD. THAN THEY 
LOOK! 


НАЕЕЯУ 
tid: 
RFE 


Я прев 
maps Ep АЯ 
ቀነፔቫያ፣ 


WHAT'S HIS 
PROBLEM? 


WELL, I’M ONLY 
UNDERSTANDING PART 
OF WHAT HE’S SAYING-- 1 THINK 
BUT IT APPEARS HE THEY WERE 
EXPECTS YOU TO y FEEPING 
TRY AND EAT HIM. HIM TO YOU. 


THAT TOOK 


FOREVER. ДЕ 


WELL, ፲ 
CAN’T FLY AS 
FAST AS YOU 

COULD. 


MY GOD... ፲ 
FELT SO... 
HELPLESS 
TODAY. 


፲ KNOW THIS IS ል 


MOST 
DIFFICULT TIME... Т 
WENT THROUGH їні I’M NOT 
ITH MY POWERS. ħ INVINCIBLE... 
IT’S LIKE LOSING ба 
A PIECE OF THIS COULD BE 


PERMANENT. 


«АМР I MAY 
NEVER BE 
INVINCIBLE 

AGAIN. 
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SORRY, SORRY. МЕ TOOK V 
THE GUY OUT PRETTY Y'KNOW... TO MAKE 
QUICKLY, BUT WE ALL HAD SURE HE РРМТ 


TO HANG AROUND AND BREAK FREE AND KILL 
SUPERVISE THEM A BUNCH OF PEOPLE... 
BEING TAKEN INTO 


IT’S IMPORTAN ሪ 
CUSTODY. те т : 


STUFF. 


I CAN'T BELIEVE Y COOK?! NOT BEING HERE 
YOU РР THIS TO | WHAT ARE BECAUSE YOU’RE 
Me! YOU KNEW YOU-- FIGHTING SOME JERK 


I NEEDED IS ONE THINĠ-- 


You неге OH, GOD... መየ а 
on NE WHAT'S ~ FORGOT?! 
ON--WHAT IS THAT 


IT NOW?! SMELL? 


YOU DON’T 
REMEMBER WHY 
I NEEDED YOU 
TODAY 2! WHY Т 
MADE YOU 
PROMISE ХОП? 
BE HERE?! 


YOUR PARENTS ARE 
COMING OVER FOR 
РІММЕЕ--АМР 
THEY’RE GOING TO 
ВЕ HERE ANY-- 
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OKAY, BABY... ¥ 
YOU ёдм GET | | — 
THE Door. / 


YOUR PLACE LOOKS VERY 
NICE, ZANDALE. YOU AND 
CARLA HAVE REALLY 
TURNED THIS ROOM INTO 


AND YOU 
ል HOME... OF 


CHANGED 
YOUR HAIR, 
THANE 


WHEN’S THE LAST TIME 
YOU HEARD FROM 
TYRONE? IT’S BEEN 
እ MONTHS SINCE YOUR 
М FATHER АМР 1 
SAW HIM. 


WHY DOES IT 
HAVE TO BE LIKE 


LIKE THIS! 


YEAH, TYRONE AND ፲ 
WERE TALKING, AND 
WE DECIDED WE WERE 
GETTING A BIT 
OLD FOR CORN 
Rows. 


HE'LL 
CERTAINLY FIT 
IN BETTER WITH 
HIS SCIENTIST 
BUDDIES... BUT 


WHAT РО YOU CARE? 
AREN’T PAINTERS 
SUPPOSED TO TRY 
АМР LOOK YOUNG 

LONG PAST 
THE POINT OF 
BELIEVABILITY 2 


FOOD LOOKS... 
INTERESTING. 


I WAS TOURING A GALLERY Y 
IN VIRGINIA AND HE MADE 
TIME TO GRAB A QUICK 
LUNCH WITH ME A FEW 
WEEKS AGO. 


TYRONE IS CURING CANCER BY DAY AND 
SAVING THE WORLD AS BULLETPROOF 
BY NIGHT... HE’S BUSY, HARRIET. HE’S 
GOT ALOT MORE THINGS ON HIS MIND 
THAN COLOR WHEELS AND 
BRUSH SIZES. 


AND WHAT 
HAPPENED, KIDZ 
THIS FOOD IS 
ALMOST AS BAD 
N AS YOUR ART! 


WHY CAN’T YOU TELL THEM 
ABOUT YOUR BROTHER?! 
IF THEY KNEW THE TRUTH 

IT WOULDN’T BE 
LIKE THIS! 


IF THEY 
KNEW THE TRUTH 
IT WOULD CRUSH 
THEM. NO... T'LL 
MANAĠE... 


I ORDERED 
ል PIZZA! 


NO, STOP... T KNOW, I’M 
SORRY. I SHOULPN'T HAVE 
SAID ANYTHING--I JUST 
ĊAN'T HANDLE YOU 
SNIPING AT ME LIKE THAT, 
AND FRANKLY ፲ FEEL 
LIKE I INSTIĠATEP YOU 
INTO LASHING OUT 
EARLIER. 


YOU’RE 
SERIOUS?! 


YOU 
REALLY 
EXPECT ME 
TO FORGET... 
ALL OF IT? 


THIS 15 
WHAT YOU 
APOLOGIZE 


AND Т DON’T WANT YOU 
TO APOLOGIZE, FOR 
ANYTHING. YOU MADE 
YOUR CHOICES, YOU 
DID WHAT YOU DID... 
THAT’S ALL IN THE 
PAST NOW. 


THAT. 1 JUST WANT 
TO LEAVE ALL 
THAT BEHIND US 
AND MOVE 
ON. 
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CPO NOT WORRY. 
SHE IS STRONG. 
SHE WILL RETURN. 
SHE ALWAYS 
DOES.> 


CKNOW 
WHAT... 
DECISION...> 


NO, THAT’S 


KNOW THIS... ፲ 
SHOULD SPEAK 
FLUENTLY 
BY NOW. 


CPURPOSE... 
м/ 


НАТ 
PURPOSE 
THEY TAKE... 
FEMALE?» 


(TOO LONG 
THEY HAVE HER 
GONE.> 


CI CANNOT 
CONFORM.) 


<YOU MEAN 
YOU CANNOT 
CONTROL YOUR 
EMOTIONS, ፲ BELIEVE. 
YOUR FLAXAN TONGUE 
IS BETTER. BUT 
THERE IS STILL 
MUCH TO LEARN.> 


CTHEY SPOKE 
OF TRIALS. ፲ 
BELIEVE OUR 
CHANCELLOR CHOSE 
HER TO BE HIS 
CHAMPION. OTHER 
CHANCELLORS 
TRAVEL WITH THEIR 
CHAMPION FOR 
COMPETITION.> 


(BATTLES 
ARE FOUGHT 
TO THE DEATH. 
BUT I AM SURE 
SHE WILL BEST 
THEM. I'VE 
NEVER SEEN 
ANYTHING 
> LIKE--> 
CTHEY 
RETURN-- 
HIPED 


CQUICKLY, 
BEFORE THE 
BEAST TURNS 
ON US!» 


WHY POT 
STILL WEAR 
THIS BELT? Т/М 
CLEARLY NOT 
GROWING ANY 
OLDER. 


IT MUST 
NOT BE 
WORKING IN 
THIS DIMENSION. 


HAVEN'T 
YOU NOTICED? 
WE'VE BEEN 
HERE FOUR 
YEARS 

ALREADY. 


NEITHER 


OF US 
А DAY. 


MUST REALLY 
BAFFLE THEM 
HOW I BREAK 
FREE OF MY 
RESTRAINTS ALL 
THE TIME. 


HUNGRY-- 
AND RELIEVED 
TO SEE YOU. 


REMEMBER 
HOW THE FLAXANS 
AGED RAPIDLY IN 
OUR DIMENSION? 

፲ BELIEVE THE 
REVERSE IS IN 
EFFECT FOR US, 
HERE. 


SEVEN- 
НОМРКЕР 
YEARS 
WE LIVED 
TOGETHER! | I KNEW YOU 
BETTER THAN 
ANYONE ON EARTH 
HAS EVER KNOWN 
ANYONE! I LOVED 
YOU MORE THAN 
ANYONE HAS 
EVER LOVED 
ANYONE! 


AND YOU 
THREW IT 
AWAY--ALL 
OF IT--AFTER 
L ONE SINGLE 
\ MISTAKE! 
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WRITE US @ 
INVINCIBLE SKYBOUND.COM 


Hiya, Invincipals! 


Editor Sina Grace here, and guess what we’re already talking 
about here at Skybound HQ? Issue 100. Big ideas, it'll be great. 


Also: everybody welcome Cory Walker back to the scene. | love 
this guy, and he'll be around for the next few issues, illustrating 
what happened in the Flaxan dimension. Woo! 


I hope you guys dug this issue (this is Robert) I’m really excited 
about the next FIVE issues (counting this one, so the next four, 

I guess, but / was excited about this one, too) because we're 
doing something we've never done. The idea of having Cory 
come in and work alongside Ryan doing a subplot that's spread 
over five issues is pretty exciting to me. | love having Cory back 
for issues here and there but I hate having the time away from 
Ryan so this is like the best of both worlds, and / hope you guys 
feel the same way. 


Twists and turns aplenty this issue... let's cover your remarks 
about 90... 


Dear Robert Kirkman (and Sina!) 


| first must say how much I love Invincible. It is actually the 
only ongoing series that | read and look forward to monthly. 
The writing, illustrations, and feel are just top notch. Now for a 
probably not so simple question. 


With Bulletproof masking for Invincible for now, | just gotta ask: 
is this a slight stab at what was happening with the Ultimate 
Spiderman series with the new Spiderman? | personally think the 
replacement was foolish, not because they replaced Parker with 
a non-white character (I could care less), but the fact that they 
replaced PETER PARKER, the guy that the story was all about and 
all the baggage that he carried with him and who he was, not just 
his super hero ego. Replacing him in general was the bad part of 
the idea, not the ethnicity he was replaced with. Don't want to 
get into a rant about it (lord knows I have with friends!), was just 
curious if it was an off hand joke or even what you think about the 
Spidey situation. 


Again, LOVE your work and | wish only the best for you, your 
family, and the staff. 


Respectfully, 
Peter S. 


Robert can answer this... 


Га like to state for the record that this storyline was planned 

far in advance. Well in advance of the Ultimate Spider-Man 
thing being announced. In fact, we actually announced our 

new Invincible a few months before the Spider-Man thing 

was announced last year. It's really just one of those strange 
coincidences. | think Brian Bendis and Sara Pichelli are doing a 
great job in that book and we're doing something vastly different 
with our story. 


Robert and Sina, 


| kinda found this issue exciting! Trying something new, eh? | 
really felt for Dinosaurus when he was getting it handed to him; 


ПШ 


he’s not really...gone is he? And if Dinosaurus сап come so far 
from being a former minor Villain, then just imagine what The 
Walking Dread has in his future. Btw, | read 5 Image comics today, 
all good--yours was the best. And to think, all this from a guy 
who's doing it on his own! 


Andrew Shaw 
That was such a back-handed compliment, Andrew Shaw. 


I don't even think І follow it... classic Andrew Shaw! 


Hey Rob, 


| gotta say hated Dinosaurus until this issue. | hated that he blew 
up Las Vegas (and all those strippers and fun places to visit). 
When | saw Dinosaurus attack Thragg and save Mark’s life, he 
became my favorite character. Awesome! 


Quick question regarding his dialogue. Does he have a normal 
voice like a normal person or does it sound more like a beastly 
voice or something? That kinda stuff irks me when | don't know 
how to hear his voice in my thoughts properly. 


Well this is my first official letter, would like to have it answered. 
l love this book, | love TWD and | read Haunt for the first time the 
other day and ordered the second trade cuz it was so awesome. 
Thanks for getting me back into comics! 


-Leo Nieves 


| always imagined it was a like hearing someone talk with 
gravel in their mouth—like an effective version of Christopher 
Nolan's Batman. SNAP! (I’m about to get on a ton of sh*t lists). 
Robert? 


I picture it being more just deep and strong, like a Clancy Brown 
or a Keith David type voice. Not monstrous or gravely. You dig? 


Your Majesty, 


l just read Invincible # 90. Great Stuff. In the letter column, 
everyone was wondering if Mark was dead. Forget Mark! What 
about Dinosaurus?!? 


He better NOT be dead. What a fabulous supporting character he 
has become. And he saved Mark’s life this issue! 


(By the way, | was just kidding about Mark. He is what makes this 
the best superhero comic book in the Universe!) 


I’m glad to see Allen and Oliver going to visit Tech Jacket. I’m 
still hoping that Tech Jacket gets his own book. If not, he should 
at least be a member of the Guardians of the Globe. Speaking of 
which, I’m thrilled to see that they are getting their own book! 


I’m also looking forward to seeing where you’re going with 
Zandale. Mark better get back soon if he’s going to keep hitting 
on Eve! 

Make Mine Skybound! 


-Keith Etheridge 


There are plans with Tech Jacket, but none of them include 
being a regular guest in Guarding the Globe. Glad you love the 
guy, he makes everything fun. 


Hey dudes, 


Just read 90 and so far this story line is fricking awesome. 
Bulletproof as Invincible? Dinosaurus at death’s door? Invincible 
the last descendant of the ancient Viltrumite king and an enraged 
Thragg out to get him? Nerdgasm. 


I know right! 


Anyway, | wanted to write in response to some negative/ 
confused emails about Atom Eve’s new body type. First off, she 
is not unhealthy. She just isn’t. Anyone who says she is clearly 
hasn’t been paying any attention whatsoever. It wasn’t so long 
ago (ok yes it was) that she was changing the atomic make up 

of her food to make it more healthy. She burns calories just by 
using her powers! Plus, she’s a superhero. Superheroes don’t get 
“unhealthy” in that way, especially when they’re as powerful as 
Atom Eve. 


Besides, these critics are missing the whole point of the issue. 
Sure it’s about self image, and that being as thin as your average 
super-heroine is unhealthy, but it’s also about artistic integrity, 
moving away from cliches in the superhero world, and well... truth. 
The idea that Mark would get back from the most trying experience 
in his life and find that his girlfriend was completely unchanged is 
absurd, and knowing Atom Eve, adding on those extra pounds was 
adamn good choice. | mean, look around. Marvel’s Human Torch 
and Thor are both back alive along with dozens of other recently 
dead Marvel characters, and it just makes Marvel look stupid. We 
want comic books that make us care about characters, with story 
lines that don’t insult our intelligence as readers, and a skinny, 
happy Atom Eve just make you the writers and us the readers look 
and feel dumb. 


| mean, these are the reasons you make choices like William being 
gay, and most obviously Eve’s abortion. | mean, | don’t know if you 
guys noticed, but Mark and Eve were having sex.... a lot. Saying 
that Eve didn’t get pregnant would have been an insult, and saying 
that Eve just had her baby and was happy about it would have 
been a slap in the face. Choices like these are why people read 
Invincible in the first place. 


Anyway, just writing so you know that SOME PEOPLE still 
appreciate what you guys do so much better than everyone else. 


Moses Green 


Thank you for your opinions on the hotter-topic issues. We 
appreciate all opinions on the matter, and the back and forth 
is fine, so long as no one blames us for being controversial for 
controversy’s sake. 


Hi Penvincipals! 


This is my first letter to a comic writer in my life. Yay! Please let 
it be published for issues #93 or #95 or... you decide, but | want 
to be there! Have some questions for you... | see these bullet 
numbered questions a lot for TWD, not so much for Invincible. 


1) How does having fan mail in this format affect your work? Does 
it make you question certain decisions? Having people telling you 
what to do or not to do, affect you in any way? Does it keep you 

in check, recognize certain mistakes (duh...) or inflate your ego 
(duh...)2 


Robert2 


Рт sure it does inflate mv ego a little bit but / print all the 
negative mail to keep that in check. Wakka wakka. And then 
there's alwavs Andrew Shaw. The letters reallv reassure me, 
basically. Most people who guess what's coming up are wrong, 
and that means I’m not being predictable, which is important. 
So yeah... and I don’t take the suggestions, because 99% of the 


time I’ve already written things after the issues that are out that 
have rendered those suggestions moot. But again, / like the 
suggestions because it tells me what people are keying into and 
also it lets me know if I’m being predictable ог not. 


2) At what point did you realize you were changing comics for 
like... ever? I’ve read many DC and Marvel comics, mainly the 
big guns, and | haven’t ever found something so... | don’t know, 
awesome? Especially TWD, omg the gore... 


He knew from the get-go with Battle Pope :-) 


If you think I’m changing comics forever and my work is 
amazingly revolutionary you’re just not reading enough comics... 
so shame on you! 


3) What are your main influences? Never mind, | probably already 
know the answer... 


If you say Romero... 


Erik Larsen, Bob Fingerman, Frank Miller, Peter David, George 
Romero, David Michelinie, there’s a bunch more... 


4) An abortion for Eve? Wow, that really is something | didn’t 
expect from a comic. That truly is an issue of our times, today 
everybody seems to have an opinion on it. But to put it in a comic, 
with super-power folks, trying to save the world, and have such an 
emotional impact on the reader... wow! You kill babies in TWD and 
now a fetus... 


This isn’t a question so much as an exclamation... 

Boo-ya!! 

5) How is the psychological development of characters that 
important to you? | think it’s huge, because both in TWD and 
Invincible, the characters are VERY vocal about how they feel, 

in any given circumstance. It makes for great dialogue. Did you 
make your characters so vocal about their emotions because there 
wasn’t enough in other comics, especially in the ones you grew up 
reading? 

RK? 


It’s probably just because that’s the stuff / find the most 
interesting... | don’t know. 


6) Please, | know you like killing characters, don’t kill these : Eve & 
Andrea (TWD). The others | don’t mind ዐ ዐ... we good? 


Robert? 

1 can’t promise anything. 

Thanks for such a great read, I'm loving it! Cheers! If f'm published 
(Pleeeeaaase), |'| be writing some more, | got so many other 
questions to ask and comments!!! 


Yamneh 


ed. note : That 9 year old kid with the ed. note was indeed totally 
cool! 


We aim to be totally cool! 


Yeah! 


That's it for now! Come back in a month for more fighting, more 
intrigue, and more drama from the Flaxan dimension! 


Best, 
Sina Grace 


Worst, 
Robert Kirkman 


PLANETOID #1 
ON SALE NOW 


DARKNESS #104 
ON SALE NOW 


SAGA #4 
ON SALE NEXT WEEK 


WINCIBLE #93 


УБАЦЕ JULY 2012 


“Swamp Thing. Specifically, Alan Moore's run. As a 
kid, 1 loved the Swamp Thing movie, and managed to 
Convince my Mom ta buy me the trade, | didn’t realize 
just how different it was, both from the movie and 
from the comics ЇЇ read. So, basically, having a 
whole bunch of Alan Moore poured into my head as 

a ten-year old really changed what | thought comics 
were and what they could be. и may also have 
resulted in this heard.” 


^M faculty adviser at my university recommended 
"Understanding Comics’ by Scott McCloud, and that 
got me very gun ho about the potential of comics. 
After reading ‘Understanding Comics’ | discovered 
alot of work and | think my biggest hero was Scott 
Morse because of his pacing and storytelling. Paul 
Pope's ‘Escapo’ was a big eye opener. | loved the 
essays where he wrote about comics. | really loved 
the giant size of the book and the storytelling. It was 
visually full of energy and movement.” 


“Arzach by Moebius. It was unlike anything else 

1 had ever read. You can tell if the work of a 

Single creator just doing what he wants without 
reservation. The world created in those short 
Stories is so lush and surreal. And the story-telling is 
50 well done! I's really unique the way he arranged 
the panels on the page. Arzach is also a good example 
of the power of silent/wordless storytelling in 
Comics. It really inspired me to explore more in 

my own work.” 


“For me, it was HEAVY METAL magazine. Till then | 
have been reading mostly comics off the newsstand 
‘and when | got the first issue in my hand | was 
introduced to an adult world of genre storytelling 
ћу some of the greatest talents from Europe. It's 
probably when | first fell in love with the work of 
oeibus as well. The idea that comics could he so 
Out there really opened up my thinking and inspired 


те in so many ways. 


“[discovered The Dark Knight Returns Мей at just 
the right age. Everything about it — the writing, 
the art, the format — told me comics weren't the 
sam anymore.” 
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Steve Niles is the creator of the groundbreaking 
vampire comic series 30 Days of Night, as well as 
Criminal Macabre and Aleister Arcane. He is currently 
writing two upcoming Image Comics comics, Crime 
and Terror, drawn by Scott Morse, and Chin Music, 
drawn by Tony Harris. He lives in Los Angeles with his 
girlfriend Monica, two dogs, four cats, and Gil the 
tortoise. 


A stroke, | think. Actually today l'm working on Chin 
Music and Nosferatu Wars, two of my newest creator- 
owned books. 


The freedom | have to write and create what | want. 
In comics these days being able to work without 
company mandates or having to check in with 11 
other writers to finish a script is huge. | check myself 
often when | start to get stressed. Sure, it can get 
hard, but at the end of the day | get to write about 
vampires and robots. I'm very lucky. 


Getting paid. | finance a lot of the books | do, or work 
ree for backend, so | до a lot of nail biting around the 
end of the month. As | create more and more projects 
own and control, it's getting easier. The more | deal 
direct with fans/retailers the better. 


he recognition modern creators receive. | grew up 
not even knowing what most creators looked like. 
hese days our faces are very public. And of course 
he only time | get recognized is when l'm at Home 
Depot in my sweats, ripped tee and bed-head. 


was a maybe 4 years old when I started. In the late 
60's, and 70's you could walk down the street without 
ripping over a place selling comics. They were 
everywhere. My earliest memory of reading a comic 
was being in church, so small my feet didn't go over 
he seat, and | had a Creepy Magazine in my lap. | 
remember because my Mom was very upset about 
he cover and the fact that | was reading it in church. 


'm sure l'd be doing something in publishing, writing 
or playing music. I've spent my life making things. | 
don't really know any other way except working retail 
or being a short order chef — my previous jobs. 


"Your stuff got me back into comics." | hear that every 
so often and it really does make me feel good. 


Richard Matheson for overall writing and Alan Moore 
for comics. Forget all the noise around Moore. He's a 
rock-solid writer. Bernie Wrightson made me want to 
do comics though. 


| recently watched an Andy Griffith marathon...from 
my own collection. | have a weakness for some really 
silly old sitcoms. 
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That's really hard. | was very proud of Mystery Society 
before it got the axe. | suppose my work with Cal 
McDonald because I've been at it so long and now 
here are dozens of comics, novels and maybe a 
movie. | never get tired of writing him. But really, Freaks 
of the Heartland is my fave because Greg Ruth made 
it ten times more beautiful then | ever imagined. 


Heart by Blair Butler and Kevin Mellon. 


That's easy, Rick Remender. | want to know what it 
eels like to walk around with such a sumptuous body. 


My partner Monica Richards, my amazing friends... 
and my book collection (that includes comics). 


A giant African tortoise. 


Vasquez Rocks. Because | like pretending | ክገ hunting 
Gorn. 


Lots of old punk stuff and a lot of soundtracks. Wake 
up to Bad Brains, work to Russian Circles and Clint 
Mansell. 


This week it’s John Carpenter's the THING. It's just 
about the perfect horror film. 


Bernie Wrightson. 
"Move to LA. The people аге so nice." 
dunno. When was the last GOP debate? 


| admire Mike Mignola a lot and | really look up to 

im. Aside from being an amazing natural talent he is 
he creators, creator. He does what he wants, never 
compromises his vision and produces great book after 
great book. He also has an amazing family. | want to 
be Mike when | grow up. 


I'd like to see moves to expand the market and | 

hink creator-owned is the key. The leotard boys have 
ад а 70-year shot and they've done all they can. 

| is abundantly clear that, aside from the summer 
films, the general public doesn't care about reading 
superhero comics so it is up to creators doing indies to 
get out there and show the world what ELSE can be 
done with words and pictures. 


Love, love, love and new comics. 


Image Comics@and its logos are registered trademarks of Image Comics, Inc. 
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